Advancing equity for women and girls through advocdcey, education, research and philanthropy.

Written By RoBIN SHEPHERD

ere in America, women and gids

enjoy freedoms and opportuni-
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in many other countries. Bug we didnt get
where we are today by luck or accident.
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us to follow:

Throughour American history, women
have joined influcnrial organizanions such
s the American Association for University
Women (AAUW). Worling together they
won the right to vore, the dgla to pusue
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choosing, and the right to equal pay.

The ongins of AAUW dare back w
1881 when 17 college alumnae made it
their mission to advance equity for women
and girls throuph advoccy, education,
research and philanthropy. That mission
lives on today among the women of Sauth
Couney:

The Gilroy and Morgan Hill AAUNW
;:h;prr.r.: borast more chan 200 volunreers,
mentors ﬂ.ﬂ.d ].E'JI:IEI.'S “‘hD an -ﬂ.ﬂi’w El'l OHED
cormmunity. Membership includes women
wha have disningnished rhemsclves in
healthcare, architecture, hip_h rech ncdng}r.
law, financial services, philanthropy, edu-
carlon and more,

While the hisrory of AAUW is rich, the
organization Is very much forward-looking.

T the: lale 19605 | receved a Bochelor's degree in Economics rom
U Davis. At the ime there were very few careers avalioble

Areas of Focus

Fducation

= Girls Engaged in Marh & Scence
(GEMS). An enrichment program
for middl and high school girls in
Motgan Hill and Gilroy Unified School
Diserices. Field trips and presentarions
by accomplished women of math and
science provide girls with a vision of the
possibilirics thar awair if they pursue this
P‘ﬂr]'l il‘l I'hﬁif CANSCTs.

Last year, local GEMS participants visited
sites including Flkhom Slough, Monterey
Bay Aquarium, the Computer History
Museum and Joseph Granr Counry Park.
Oin March 13 the corrent CTop of GEMS
participants will visit San Jose’s Tech
Museum 1o learn abour one of the most
challenging issucs of our rime: cybersecuriny:

* Tech Trek. A one-week summer camp
that enpages girls in Science Technology
Engineering and Math (STEM) activities.
1t bepan in California and has been
so successful thar ir is now a narional
pregram. Fach year our local AALTW
chaptcrs ffer scholasships to girls
complening 7th grade, The camp is held
at Stanford University.
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AALWY hers empowerad thousands of qirts and women 1o explore a

wide range of career paths.”
Penny lockharl, Copresident
Galrey AALIVY
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It was guys telling jokes and saying, ‘Oops
in the room.” We've made o lof of progress but we'd ke fo sos
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high school students; organized, funded
and judeed by AAMTW. Contestanis are
judged on speech content, organization
and presentation. The contest provides
opporunites o compete ar local and
state levels for cash prives.

Scholarships and Grants. Each year a
number of different awards are made

Lo new or returning lemale students

in assocare! bachelor degree college
programs, and in Gavilan Caollege’s
nursing program, Additional prants provide
past scholamship winners with follow-on
support iri mmrﬂtring their degrecs.

Community Oulreach
* Durreach/Action Grants. Competitive

grants that support local non-profis
such as Communiry Selutions, Discovery
Counseling Center, Learning & Loving
Education Center, and the Gift of
Reading program,

= Voter Education. Orpanize election

lorums, register voters, and educage the
public abour non-parrisan issucs.

...thera’s o woman

more wesmen in cogineoying. ™

Sabm Dupree, Copresident
Gilvoy AAUW
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Ae Tohnes, AAUW Gilioy Tech Trek
scholosship winnet now a PhD in Health

Popedation Genelics

- .Y
Livee Oxsk High School senion Julier Leal

Connecting Girls with STEM Careers

Alie Fohner arended Tech Trek on a scholarship fram AALTW Gilroy in 1998, Today,
she holds a PhID degree in Public Health Genetics and works in the Deparunent of
Geneties at Stanford University. Her mom, Nancy Fohner, is a long-tme AAUW
member who has served as a camp direcror and instrucior over the years.

Looking back on her dme ar camp, Alie said, “Tech Trek inrroduces girls ro the exciting
ﬂ.ﬂd l.ﬁm ll'l.i.llgf Pﬁip‘f 4re dui:l:l.g_ wil]:l El']-.lfﬂ.l'.'f ]Il. I]:Hl' W"Jl{d.. I &dan ij]I PEEL“FE ||1}"5t|.r 4l
camgp...learning abour oprics by building a pinhole camera and visiting a lab with huge
ﬂnd imprﬁﬁi'n: ﬂquipmcnl ﬁ:rr :i'l'ufl].l'ing Iﬁiﬂd'lﬂmiil’r_?.“‘ ]_'nhnl:r .:Lf[dl:-d d'l.ﬂl' :lrrﬂ!d‘i rlg r.::lmr.l
at Stanford intreduced her to dorm life, d]ni.ng halls, and na\'ig:u[ng the CAMmpus; an
experience that she said for a middle school student was “incredibly empowering,™

Live Oak High School senior Julia Leal plans ro study Earth Systems when she
enters Stanford University this fall. Leal will be the first in her family to atend collepe.
Shie oficn looks back on Tech Trek ax a lifs-chunging expericnce. AAUW Morgar: Hill

provided her camp scholarship.

“Stepping onto the Stanford campus and learning about the possibilites inherent in
STEM careers inspired me,” Leal said. Along with Tech Trek, Leal was also involved in
the GEMS program and pardcipated in a summer internship ar Stanford in Soil Sdence
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Last month AAUW Morgan Hill held a special STEM workshop in memory of
Lauren ]mk.f.us, 4 branch member who passﬂi wway 1 201 5. ]mklus {founded the Girds
Club, which larer became GEMS, and was an early Tech Trek coordinator, “The g,]'.rEas
:nju]ﬂ:d 1 hands-on :rp:ri:nc\c of an :rncrgin.g area of scence,” Cox sad, “Afrerword,
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professionals.” Both activines were beld ar Anarobe Systems in Moegan Hill, AAUW
Co-President Mary Cox organized the evenr, which provided more than a dozen high
schoal girls with insight into how agriculiurzl aop waste can be narally fermented o

produce [ertilizer and hydropen lor me-use,

bandrshin. Kisseneymnd
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* Sponsorships. Selecied AALTW members
have an opportunity o particpate n
leadership trainiog programs such as
that of Leadership Morgan Hill. Morgan
Hill AALTW sponsors a collepe student
ior atiend the Natonal Conference for

Callege Women Student Leaders training,

* Educanon Foundadon. The AALVY
Educanon Foundarion supports projects
and research in alipnment with the
AALNY mission,

] MVII_F. SUFP\D.L't ‘DFDI‘JlEf ML'W
priorites including public policy and
legal advocacy relared ro equiry for girls
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*AALW has connected me with several generations of women who
have made postiree changes in thelr Ives and I the community. In the
ree 5o | could Tonsition

from academics o a high tech career. A grant from AALUW helped me

lnie 1980s | decided o pwsue a groduate
achleve my goal. ®

Jonmy Redlom,

Interest Groups

According ro AAUW Gilroy Co-president
Sabra Dhupree, “T've never met a proup that
EE maore EHFPG[E]‘H: r-:a.d'i EH.IICT. T can [ﬂj;.l:
people o AALTW events and know they'll
be most welcome. Ir's casy ro starr up a
gl'ﬂ'l.lF basﬂ:l on mﬂnl:lll.'r [“tﬂﬁtﬂ.‘

Dupree shares the co-presidency with
Penny Lockhart, who added char “AATTW is
a great organizarion for young moms who
crave adult conversation and are loosking
for opportunites w nerwork with other
women invalved in the communiry.”

BOCK DISCUSSION GROUPS pive
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and reactions ro books.

esidont
Maorgan Hill AALIWY

SYMPHORY AND THEATER OUTINGS

provides members with an opporiunity 1o
etijoy virtuouso performances by South
\lhlh?lt,r S].n'nph.un].r, a5 well a5 wweard-win IANE
plays and musicals at South Valley Civic
Theater, Pintello Comedy Theater and
Limelight Thearer and other venues,

“Wine & Whine" brings members mpether
for a little libation and conversation at
local reseanrants and wineries.

LUNCH AND DINMNER GET-TOGETHERS help
members stay connected while enjoying

a |n1.'al H.Ig_:'l'l:la l-l'.l.m i.l.'ILILI.Ill.' gﬂd“fl'iJﬂ;E
in member’s homes (sometimes sharing
Fﬂj‘]’hﬂ fI.I'IIL'I EI.'HJHFIg mg::h:r] A5 W'E“. a5 ar
local restauranis.

"I joined AAUWY and wos amazed nol anly by the group's
welcoming atitude, but also 1s diversity and the opporunities o

conmect with women | might nol hove met otherwise. . women

who are leadors in the communty.®

Mary Cox, Co-president
Margan Hill AALW

LY« MORCAN HILL = SAN MAHIIN. | MARCHAPRIL 2018 | gmbiloday.com ar



GUEST LECTURES AND DISCUSSION GROUPS
provide a chance for members to lear and
share ideas abour major polincal and social
issues of the day. For example, last Ocrober,
Gilroy and Morgan Hill AAUYW chaplers
gor together at Morgan Hill Grange o

hose Senator Bill Monning and D, Faith
Provsinan, Yice Chiel of Seall, 5t Louise
Regional Hospiral, for a discussion on
biocthics and the politics of healtheare and
end-ol-life issues.

HIKERS can r::trr|nm our wonderful local Fm[h
trails ropether.

FLM-LOVERS can connect with other mem-
bers 1o catch a movie wgether.

eGALS gt ogether 1o leam new ways 1o
leverage their smariphones.

and enjoyiment.

Halurday. Ma}r 7, 2016
11 am o 2 pm

VIW Pose 6309

74 West Gth Street
Gilroy

Carlie f:il}l Mercannle.

Quilt Show Returns to Gilroy

AALUW Gilroy will once apain host their popular quile show at the
Vererans Building in May. Visitors will be mreared 10 an areay of more
than 70 beautiful handmade qujlls o disp]a].r for |:i5ur:‘!_-,r ﬁm]ng

The evenr will include a raffle for chances o win this year's
“*Opporunity Ot as well as other prizes.

This show is always a crowd-pleaser for quiliers as well as people
who have never sewn a soich. s easy 1o appreciare the arstry and
crafismanship of local quilt makers. It's also fun o leam abour whar
inspired a partcular quilt design or how it was made.

AAUW GIIROY QUILT SHOW & [UNCH
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MEMBER OUTREACH is an AALTY tradi-
tion extended by our local chapiers o their
alumiiae, One long-mme membser sand tha
during a pa:‘ﬁnﬂuﬂy cl::ﬂmging mme in her
life, AAUW members came alongside her,
“like family,” with caring support.

These are just a few of the inreresr oA
acrviries avallable ro AAUW members.
Check websites of the Gilroy and Morgan
Hill bragich chapters for details.

AAUW Stories

Back in 1920, AAUUW helped ser up poll-
ing places when the fime came for America’s
voing men o vote for women's voting
rights, When the 19th Amendment 1o the
Construion was ratified thar year, millions
of women cast their votes ar the polis.

Bur ir wasn't unal 2009 char the [j“].r
Ledbetier Fair Pay Act was signed by
President Obama. The Ledbemer Act
amended the Civil Righrg Acr of 1964 o
help protect working women from pay
discrimination. [t behooves us 1o work
for berrer working conditons and bewer
pay: Dupree said, referencing presene-day
inequitics that continue to make headlines.

One week every spring, AAUW members
visir local high school Eoon/Civies classes
to talk with students about the pay pap that
persists In the worklorce, "We bring dhem
fresh-baked cookics thar cach have a chunk
cut ont,” Dupree explained. OF eourse the
kids want to know why. “We wll them it
represents the pap berween salanes of men
and women in the same jobs. A litrde humor
is a great way to get the point across.”
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Wildflower Run
Turns Thirty-Three

Maorgan Hill AAUW s annual Wildfower
Run is a big favorite with communiry
members who like to blend camaraderie
:l.l'.HJ mnp:liliull rﬂf d wﬂrd'l.}' CALLSE.

According o Elizaberh Mandel, who
yolunreers as Run Director, the 2005 event
attracted 1160 participants and raised
over $49.000 from runner registrations as
well as donarions from corporate sponsors
and AAUW members. She estimares this
}"L'ﬂIrS evenl 'ﬂ'i“ d.r-fw a5 I“Eﬂ_" O Inae
participants than last year,

Mandel said that she jained AALTW
whille her danphiees were in middle
school beciuse she sow AALW's mission
as “very relevant” to creaning the kind of
En"im“mm{ Ehﬂ w"-l.l'“.fd h’El.' dﬂL[glﬂlm Lo
prow up ln. She also noted that the orpa-
nization provides 3 wealth of leadership
Oppartumnitcs.

-11.“: Murg;ﬂl Hi[l WI].tlﬂuwtr H.l.l.'l.l.
Research and Projects Grane Endowment
was begun in 2014 and when complered
“"i].'. ﬁ.‘l.l.‘l[l mmmunjrf lcl.iﬂ“ -':LF“.:I CATEET

development gramis.

AAUW MORGAN HILL
WILDFIOWER RUN

Sunday, April 3, 2016
First race begins 8:30 am

Kids 2K Fun Run

SK R/ Wallk/Seroller

10K USATF Cemificd Run
Seniors (60+) 2K Fun/Walk

Fundraiser for scholarships for women
and girls. Medals and prizes.

Visir facebook. comdwildHowerrun

ngisw ar 'W'iHHmlem.mg
Learn More about AAUW
Membership 15 open to anyone holding an assodate or AAUWY - GE][D}-‘ AAUW — Margan Hill
equivalent (RN), baccalaureare, or higher degree from an PO Box 1962 MO Box 1'{13_
accredived Eu].[cgl: or un]vcrs'lrp. Student afhhation is available (:'ilmy CA 95021 Mﬂlﬁﬂﬂ Hill CA 95'?:}3
Ly m:dﬂgladualﬁ enrolled 10 a two- or ruu.r—)'lrar i:ullcgc or gilmyaauw.cum mmuw—mnrgnnhtll_mg

UnIVErSITY.

PHOTOS FOR THES ARTICLE WERE PROMIDED BY THE AaLM ASSOCIATIONS, SPECIAL THANKS TO NOE LS, VIGEANT PHOTOGRAPHY AND SUE BRASHTON
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